HAART
Kenya

Human Trafficking is a
modern form of slavery ininvolving the illegal trade
of people for the purpose
of exploitation.

Why HAART?
HAART was founded on the backdrop of
the growing crisis of human trafficking
that has seen Kenya becoming the main
hub for trafficking in East Africa.

Human trafficking is a modern form of
slavery involving the illegal trade of people
for the purpose of exploitation.
Innocent victims, often from the poorest
circles of the society are exploited by
traffickers. The victims (mostly women and
children) are used as sexual slaves, forced
labourers or forced organ donors.
The victims make millions for their owners
and human trafficking is estimated as the
third most lucrative illegal trade, after drugs
and weapons.
Human Trafficking is the crime that shames
us all.

www.haartkenya.org n info@haartkenya.org n phone: +254 738 506 264
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ABOUT HAART
HAART Kenya is a Kenyan nongovernmental organization dedicated to fighting human trafficking - also known as
modern slavery - in Kenya and East Africa.
Our vision is to see our society free from trafficking in persons.
Awareness Agsinst Human Trafficking was founded in 2010
by a passionate group of lawyers, missionaries and humanitarians under the leadership of Radoslaw Malinowski who observed
that Kenya had become a hub of human trafficking in East and
Central Africa. These people sought to bring awareness to Kenya
to end the criminal activities of human traffickers and justice to
the victims. Since then, HAART has worked to fight human trafficking through a multi-disciplinary approach.

HAART staff and volunteers include professional and passionate
people who have degrees in law, psychology and public health,
social work, education and international development among
others.
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Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART)

Grassroots Awareness
Creating awareness of human trafficking
at the grassroots is at the core of what
HAART does. Since its foundation, HAART
has reached more than 20,000 people
through workshops in the local communities.

www.haartkenya.org n info@haartkenya.org n phone: +254 738 506 264
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our experience
HAART is one of the few organizations in Kenya that works exclusively to eradicate human trafficking. Whereas other
organizations have incorporated combating human trafficking as a part of what they do; HAART has decided to concentrate its work to counter human trafficking in all its shapes and forms.

HAART has acquired extensive knowl-

•

Prevention;

edge about the multi-dimensional

•

Protection

nature of human trafficking in Kenya.

•

Prosecution; and

The knowledge includes both cross-

•

Policy and Cooperation

border and internal human trafficking
in Kenya and East Africa.

Moreover, HAART also engages in research to understand the issue of human
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To provide a framework for combating

trafficking better as well as evaluating

trafficking, HAART has adopted the ‘Four

projects and documenting the best prac-

Ps’ method from the United Nations Inter-

tices to counter trafficking in a cost-effec-

Agency Project on Human Trafficking:

tive manner.

“Knowledge
makes man
Unfit to be a
slave”
Frederick
Douglass

www.haartkenya.org n info@haartkenya.org n phone: +254 738 506 264
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Human

Alamasi, 34

Peter, 16

My childhood friend promised me a job

I was 12 when I got lost and asked an

Trafficking

as a house-maid in Mombasa. I trusted

older gentleman to help me with direc-

her. I really needed the money to take

tions. He took me to his farm upcountry

Stories

care of my children. When I came, I was

and forced me to work without pay and

forced to work as a prostitute.

at night he would rape me. I stayed with

Aisha, 13

The agency told me I would work as a

Slavery did
not end.
It evolved.

My aunt told me about an au-pair job in

they took my passport and my phone. I

Europe, it sounded really good. When

worked for two years for free and I was

I arrived, they forced me to work the

gang raped on several occasions. The

streets as a prostitute.

lady of the house burned me with chemicals when she was dissatisfied with me.

Charles, 23

against my will. I had been promised a
job in Qatar.

Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART)

Leah, 29

teacher in Saudi Arabia. When we arrived

They tricked me into joining Al-Shabaab
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him for two years.

Alice, 14

My mom could not afford school fees so
my aunt offered to take me to Nairobi.
But instead of going to school I was now
cleaning the house and taking care of her
children.

Marian, 15

Aleela, 35

days and that was not even the worst

girl with albinism. A gang came and took

part. Afterward they told me I was now

her away and I haven’t seen her since. I

a woman and that I had to marry a very

fear she was sold to a witch doctor.

old man. He smelled badly.

Andrew, 41

They cut me when I was 13. I cried for

Kamau, 18

My daughter was a beautiful 10-year-old

I went to Dubai to work as a construction

They told my mom that I could come to

worker. It was not what I had expected.

Nairobi where an NGO would pay for my

The working conditions were extremly

education and help me with my disabil-

harsh. The pay was way less than prom-

ity. I was forced to beg in the street and

ised and when I was injured they kicked

when I did not bring enough mo

me out.

ney back they would beat me.

Judy, 19

Naomi, 14

When I was 14 I became pregnant. My

The first time it was so painful. Now I go

parents were furious and kicked me out.

to the beach every day to look for a white

I had nothing. A few older girls found me.

man who can pay. I hope I can some day

They took care of me but I had to work.

marry a white man and move to Europe.

To survive I was having sex with men for

Victims of trafficking go through many types
of exploitation such as physical, sexual and
psychological abuse. If they survive, the
scars from the exploitation are difficult to
heal. Victims are therefore in need of
extensive support

money. Once I sold sex for a pack of milk.

www.haartkenya.org n info@haartkenya.org n phone: +254 738 506 264
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What we do
Our work is based on the UN method that focuses on preventing people from being trafficked, protecting the victims,
assisting law enforcement agencies in prosecution and cooperating with other partners and stakeholders.
HAART is committed to fighting human trafficking. Here is an overview of the six main areas of work that we do.
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Protecting victims

Partnerships

Since late 2012, HAART has assisted

HAART has grassroots, national and

more than 200 victims of trafficking.

international partners.

Advocacy

Research

Through active networks, HAART works to

HAART conducts esearch regularly to

advocate for better laws and policies.

understand the phenomenon.

Prosecution

Prevention

HAART works with the relevant

HAART is raising awareness through

authorities to ensure that traffickers

workshops, on social media and

are prosecuted.

through art and youth projects.

Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART)

Prevention
Prevention efforts are a key component of HAART’s efforts to monitor and combat human trafficking.
Prevention activities come in many forms. The most instrumental tool to combat trafficking has been awareness campaigns, but also through social media, art and other creative communicative forms.

Grassroots awareness workshops
Since its foundation HAART has conducted hundreds of grassroots workshops, reaching
more than 20,000 people and in 2014 alone HAART reached more than 6,000 people.
Most of the workshops take place in impoverished areas and many of the participants
lack education and employment opportunities, making them vulnerable to traffickers. In
addition, HAART particularly targets young people as they are more at risk of becoming
victims of trafficking. Many of the workshops are held outdoors or in sheds to reduce
costs for venue.

Recently, HAART conducted an evaluation that confirmed that although there were
opportunities for improvements (which are being implemented), the workshops have a
strong impact in the community and equip the participants with accurate knowledge of
human trafficking, their rights and how to avoid being trafficked.

www.haartkenya.org n info@haartkenya.org n phone: +254 738 506 264
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Protection
In 2012, HAART began its first project to assist victims of human trafficking. HAART was focused on building its capacity before venturing in to this area which still has potential for growth through further professionalism.
Since the inception of HAART, we have assisted more then 200 trafficking victims.

Based on the individual casefiles, HAART provides assistance,

tion. The interview will also try to cover the basic needs of the

such as counseling, transport, training, economic empower-

individual and any urgent matters that requires immediate

ment, school fees, medical assistance, legal aid and rescue.

intervention.

In extreme cases HAART has assisted families with burial costs for
victims. The support for victims is very limited and HAART relies

The two types of assistance that are mostly given are psychoso-

on partnerships with other organizations and families of the

cial support and economic empowerment. Victims are sometimes

victims.

severely traumatized and have to go through counseling with

HAART has a strict screening process of potential victims as the

HAART’s therapist. However, some victims who are traumatized

organization cannot help people who are not victims of human

are mostly interested in means to feed their children. HAART tries

trafficking. This is done through a confidential interview that

to alleviate this through economic empowerment. The victims are

collects the information and covers the basics that’s involved in

given training on entrepreneurship through training and some-

human trafficking, that is; recruitment, transport and exploita-

times given a small cash grant to start a business.
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www.haartkenya.org n info@haartkenya.org n phone: +254 738 506 264
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New projects
Safe house

Grassroots Advocacy

Youth and Arts projects

HAART is currently trying to raise funds

The Counter Trafficking in Persons Act of

HAART works with youths and with art

for constructing a safe house that will be

2010 has so far not made an impact in our

projects to create new and innovative ap-

dedicated to victims of human trafficking

communities. HAART wants to work to-

praches to countering trafficking. This is

who are in need of temporary shelter.

wards implementitation at the grassroots.

something we want to develop further.

cOntacts
P.O. Box 26893 - 00504
Nairobi, Kenya
Phone +254 738 506 264
email: info@haartkenya.org
www. haartkenya.org

Main Donors
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“having heard all of
this you may choose to
look the other way but
you can never again say
that you did not know.”
William Wilberforce
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www.haartkenya.org
www.haartstories.org
+254 738 506 264
www.fb.com/haart.ke
@haartkenya

#FightHumanTrafficking

